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   SALSA Aviat ion News  

The NASA sponsored Comparative Aircraft Flight Efficiency (CAFÉ) Challenge results are in, and the Lambada contin-

ues to impress.  Though five aircraft were entered this year, only three completed the rigorous Challenge testing.  These 

were: last years winner Pipistrel, with their new experimental Virus Short Wing with 100 hp Rotax and variable pitch 

prop; the Flight Design CTSW S-LSA with 100 hp Rotax engine; and our own S-LSA Urban Air Lambada with the stan-

dard 80 hp Rotax (and LSA required fixed pitch prop) flown by West Coast Dealer, John Dunham.  While the Pipistrel 

was the top performer, we gave them a run for their money and outperformed the top selling S-LSA Flight Design CT by 

wide margins in most categories.  Here are this yearôs results: 

CHALLENGE Performance   Pipistrel Experimental    Flight Design S -LSA    Urban Air S -LSA  

Objectives        Sinus SW 100hp          CTSW 100hp       Lambada 80hp  

Takeoff Distance over 50ô Obs      924ô    1168ô   1011ô 

Top Speed     145 mph  117.7 mph  130 mph 

Slowest Level Flight Speed     51 mph    44.5 mph    47 mph 

Cabin Noise Level      91.5 dBA    94.5 dBA  91.5 dBA 

Community Noise at 500ô AGL takeoff power  67.4 dBA    68.1 dBA  62.9 dBA* 

Miles Per Gallon     28.8 mpg    25.2 mpg  26.5 mpg** 

Rate of Climb      1039 fpm    459 fpm  769 fpm 

Angle of Climb        8.9 deg     3.9 deg   6.7 deg 

Empty Weight      717.3 lb     751 lb    732 lb 

 

* Lowest ñCommunity Noiseò ever measured by CAF£ (less than half of the noise measured from the Pipistrel or CT) 

** John pushed the Lambada throughout the race trying to catch the SINUS which finished just 2 mph fasterðhad he 

slowed down 5 knots, mpg would have been well over 30 and he would have qualified to win an additional prize of up to 

$50K.  The $32K in prize winnings that John brought home makes him the envy of all LSA dealers.  In comparison, the 

CT took home just $3,750. 

NASA CAFE 2008 Competition NASA CAFE 2008 Competition   

Results Are InResults Are In ðð  

Lambada is Lambada is Top LSA Top LSA (second overall)!(second overall)!   
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Questions or comments? E-mail us at rand@salsaaviation.com  or call (830) 443-4596 

www.salsaaviation.com  is now operational with links to key partnersða Website update is coming soon, I promise!  

For more information and photosðvisit the distributorôs site at www.urbanairusa.com  

Dave White CFI-G on "The C -5 Pattern"  

  My first job as a CFI was at Kelly AFB Aero Club, 

in San Antonio, TX. Besides flying with great peo-

ple, I saw great Military birds at work. One that was 

just amazing was the C-5. I was shocked by the 

huge patterns they would fly. The F-16's would 

come over at about 2000-3000 feet then do a 360 

to landing. The Military calls this High key and Low 

key. The thinking is once in the airport area to al-

ways make the runway. 

 At airports everywhere I go (my home airport in-

cluded), I see single engine and Multi-engine air-

craft flying huge patterns. I have dubbed these the 

"C-5 Pattern". In an engine problem or failure there 

is no way they could make the runway. As powered 

pilots, we tend to bet our lives at times on a running engine. The number one place you will have engine problems is 

when you are making power changes or in the pattern. 

 Glider training tends to help fix the "C-5 pattern" tendency in transitioning powered pilots. Of course the common train-

ing approach used by sadistic CFIs, when the powered student flies the "C-5" and are on downwind just about to turn 

base; yep, simulate a failed engine on them and ask them to make the runwayðoh $#*+!  It sometimes takes 2-3 simu-

lated engine failures like this for the lesson sink in. Bad habits take time to break, be patient, you could be saving livesð

yours, as well as those of friends and family. 

Lambada means Safety Lambada means Safety ïï  without giving up the FUNwithout giving up the FUN   

¶ The top rated Magnum whole plane parachute 

recovery system is standard in every Lambada 

sold in America.  Although it is unlikely that you will 

ever have to use it, the peace of mind gained in 

knowing that you have the Worldôs most reliable (and 

over engineered) parachute system cannot be meas-

ured in dollars.  

 

¶ Lambada (with standard long wingtip exten-

sions) Flies over Lake Tahoe (right)  

 

¶ Next Month we plan to report on Josef and 

Jimôs September Safari in the Rockies! 
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